Call to Worship
We come before God as equal in God’s sight.
God knows us thoroughly and loves us completely.
None of us is perfect and without blemish.
Yet God has called us children and asked us to be compassionate and responsible in our caring and witness.
We are called to joyful obedience in God’s realm.
Thanks be to God who trusts us and pours abundant love on us. AMEN.
 
Opening Prayer
Good and gracious God,
you promise to pour out your Spirit upon us;
you are the hope of the world.
Give us strength, that we might serve you;
make us humble, that we might live for your glory alone.
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Please announce the Praise Hymn #173 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

Scripture Reading: Luke 18:9-14 (CEB)
“The Parable III: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector”
Jesus told this parable to certain people who had convinced themselves that they were righteous and who looked on everyone else with disgust: “Two people went up to the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed about himself with these words, ‘God, I thank you that I’m not like everyone else—crooks, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week. I give a tenth of everything I receive.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He wouldn’t even lift his eyes to look toward heaven. Rather, he struck his chest and said, ‘God, show mercy to me, a sinner.’ I tell you, this person went down to his home justified rather than the Pharisee. All who lift themselves up will be brought low, and those who make themselves low will be lifted up.”
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
