Call to Worship (IN UNISON)
Please join in the Call to Worship:
As we come together today in this Holy Space:
May the Creating God baptize our imaginations to discover new forms of worship.
May the Saving Lord Jesus meet us wherever we break bread, and may our hearts once again burn within us.
May the Missionary Holy Spirit be poured out on all flesh, empowering us to proclaim the gospel afresh to next generations.
Amen.


Opening Prayer 

Ever-present and attentive God, we know that you are with us as we aim to be your church.  We pray for open hearts and minds as we learn and study about the ways you are working to make your church fresh and green for the next generation.  Amen.

Please announce the Praise Hymn #344 “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”









Scripture Reading 

Acts 27:27, 39-41 and 28:1-6


On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic[c] Sea, when about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching land. When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could. Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made for the beach. But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 

Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to live.” But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. 

The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

