CALL TO WORSHIP
When we witness our work bear good fruit and rejoice in all God has done among us…
we gather for worship. 
When misunderstanding and misinformation threaten to divide instead of unite us…
we gather for worship.
When we dance together in the joy of knowing we belong to God and one another…
we gather for worship.
When we stumble and bumble our way forward as God’s grace guides us into greater love and deeper communion…
we gather for worship. Thanks be to God. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
God of secret purposes and extravagant blessings, we come to praise you.
We come because we want to, we sing our songs because we are glad to, we pray for your grace because we need to, and we ask for the love of Christ in our hearts because without it we are a dead loss. Please lift every shutter within our mind, and open every door within our soul, that you, the Lord of glory, the God of countless hosts, may come in. Through Christ Jesus, the joy of loving hearts. Amen!
Please announce the opening hymn: #173 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
Scripture Readings:
Psalm 13:1–2
How long will you forget me, Lord? Forever?
    How long will you hide your face from me?
 How long will I be left to my own wits,
    agony filling my heart? Daily?
How long will my enemy keep defeating me?
Psalm 23:4
 Even when I walk through the darkest valley,
    I fear no danger because you are with me.
Your rod and your staff—
    they protect me.

The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.
