Call to Worship
People of God, Jesus chooses us and calls us friends!
We abide in Christ because Christ abides in us.
Jesus made a home among us to show us the way of love.
We abide in Love because Love abides in us.
Jesus invites us to love one another as God has loved us,
and the Spirit grows this love within our hearts.
We abide in the Spirit because the Spirit bears fruit in us.
People of God, Jesus welcomes us into the life of God!
We come to make our home with God and one another,
rooted in Christ, shaped by love, and renewed by the Spirit. Amen.
 
Opening Prayer
Loving God,
we come before you with grateful hearts,
welcoming this time to worship and praise you.
We give thanks for the beauty of your creation,
for the gift of this day,
and for the many ways your love surrounds us.
Speak to us in the stillness of this time,
Remind us that Jesus invites us to bring our burdens to him,
to learn from his gentleness,
and to rest in his steadfast love.
Open our hearts to your grace,
renew our love for you,
and strengthen our love for one another.
Amen.

Please announce the Praise Hymn #463  “Lord, Speak to Me”
 Scripture Reading: John 15:9-17
“As the Father loved me, I too have loved you. Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy will be in you and your joy will be complete. This is my commandment: love each other just as I have loved you. No one has greater love than to give up one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I don’t call you servants any longer, because servants don’t know what their master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because everything I heard from my Father I have made known to you. You didn’t choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you could go and produce fruit and so that your fruit could last. As a result, whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. I give you these commandments so that you can love each other.
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

