“Trinity: Love All The People”
Matthew 28:16-20; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
The church had to come up with the idea of God: One God exists in three persons: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus is God, Holy Spirit is God, Father is God, only one God! It is hard to understand how only One God can exist in three persons. This is one of the biggest mysteries in Christian doctrine that seem beyond our understanding. Christians have been trying to explain it for nearly two thousand years, but there are limits to what our human minds can fully understand. Some theologians have looked at human life to help us understand a little more about Triune God. They look for signs of the Trinity reflected in us. Since we are created in the image of God, looking at human experience can give us a small glimpse of God's nature. (In 1 John 4:8, “God is love.”)
Imago Dei (the image of God): every human being is created with God-given dignity and worth because we are made in God's image (Genesis 1:26–27).
How does love work? Love cannot exist all by itself. There has to be someone who loves and someone who is loved. And there is also the love that connects them. The one who loves, the one who is loved, and the love between them are distinct, but they belong together and cannot be separated. Imago Dei is not only about individual worth. It is also about relational vocation. If God is communion, then to bear God's image means we are created for communion. We reflect God when we live with mutual respect, when we honor one another's dignity, and when we make room for love to become visible. 
Sin breaks that image. Sin turns relationship into competition, power into domination, difference into fear, and community into exclusion. But salvation in Christ restores the image of God in us. The Son as reconciler, restored the broken bonds between God and humanity through love, The Holy Spirit forms us again into people who can love as God loves.
At the baptism of Jesus, in Mark 1:10–11, we see that Jesus, the Son, comes up out of the water. The Holy Spirit descends upon him like a dove. And the Father speaks from heaven, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” The Father loves. The Son is beloved. The Holy Spirit rests upon the Son as the presence and bond of divine love. We can imagine that the Father, Son, and Spirit are engaged in a close, joyful, loving dance, moving together in perfect harmony. God is also inviting us to join in this divine dance.
We call one another brothers and sisters in the church because we believe that, through the Holy Spirit, we are connected by the bond of love. Therefore, we too can become one through the uniting work of the Holy Spirit.
Three implications as Christian practices shaped by the life of the Triune God
1. Diversity Within the One God
Diversity begins in God. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not identical. There is real distinction within the life of God. And yet there is no division, no rivalry, and no hierarchy of worth. The church reflects this when different people bring different gifts into one body. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.” Different ages, cultures, personalities, languages, stories, and abilities can become a witness to the Triune God when they are held together in love. 
The goal of Christian unity is not sameness. Unity does not mean we all look the same, think the same, speak the same, or experience life the same way. Unity means that inspire of our differences, we are one in Christ. Just as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct yet one, the church is called to be many members, yet one body.

2. Equity: Giving What Helps Each Person Flourish
Imagine three people trying to see over a fence. One is tall, one is medium height, and one is small. If each person gets the same box, that may sound fair. But the smallest person still cannot see. In terms of equity, we ask, “What does each person need so they can participate fully?” In the church, equity does not mean favoritism. It means we pay attention to the real circumstances of people’s lives. We notice when someone faces obstacles that others do not face and responding with care so that everyone can participate, grow, and flourish as members of Christ’s body.
Equity is love made practical. Jesus practiced this kind of mercy. He did not treat every person with a cold sameness. He gave sight to the blind, touch to the isolated, dignity to the shamed, food to the hungry, and truth to the powerful. His love was personal, concrete, and just. Jesus saw what each person needed in order to be restored. That is the way of God.
3. Inclusion: Making Room at the Table
Inclusion is not only saying, “Anyone can come if they find their own way in.” Inclusion is active welcome. It is making room at the table because Christ made room for us. Look at Jesus’ life. He touched lepers, welcomed children when others pushed them away, ate with tax collectors and sinners, spoke with the Samaritan woman and noticed people the crowd ignored. Jesus crossed social, ethnic, religious, and moral boundaries to reveal the heart of God. 
Luke 14 gives us one of Jesus’ clearest images. When you give a banquet, Jesus says, do not only invite those who can repay you. Invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. In other words, the kingdom table is not built around status. It is built around grace. God’s love creates room. So the church, if it reflects the life of God, must also create room: Room for the child, the elderly, the newcomer, the person who feels forgotten, the wounded, the person who has questions and the person who has been pushed away. Because this is the way of Jesus.
Conclusion
In second letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote these words to the church in Corinth, a congregation struggling with conflict, divisions, and broken relationships. As he brings his letter to a close, he calls them to rejoice, seek restoration, encourage one another, live in peace, and remain united in the love of God. He concludes with Trinitarian blessings in the New Testament: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.” (2 Corinthians 13:11–13)
This is not just a blessing to receive. It is a way of life. Because we have received the love of God, we are called to love one another. Because we have received the grace of Jesus Christ, we are called to extend grace to others. Because we share in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we are called to live in harmony, peace, and communion with one another. This is the vision we have explored today.
God’s image is reflected through many gifts and stories. God’s love pays attention to what each person needs to flourish. God’s table has room, and Christ calls us to make that room visible.
May the Father create in us a deeper respect for every person. May the Son teach us to cross boundaries with grace and truth. May the Holy Spirit bind us together as one body in love. Amen.

