
Pentecost: Language of Love
Acts 2:1–21

Today is Pentecost Sunday. On Pentecost day, the Holy Spirit turned scattered voices into a shared message of grace. People from many nations who have different language, which means from different cultures, diverse backgrounds and their own unique personalities. It seems like they have a lot of gaps among them. But they could hear God speaking to them in a way each one of them could recognize, receive, and trust. How could it happen? It is the work of the Holy Spirit. God brings Unity in Christ though the Holy Spirit. 
The word “Pentecost” literally means “fiftieth day.” For Christians, it is 50 days after Easter, when the Holy Spirit came upon the followers of Jesus and empowered them to become a witnessing community. Pentecost marks the beginning of the Church. It is the day, we celebrate the birth of the Church! 
Just last Sunday, we remembered the Ascension of Jesus. Before he ascended, Jesus promised, “You will receive the Holy Spirit, and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).
The risen Christ instructed, his disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the promise of Jesus.  His disciples gathered in the upper room. The “upper room” is kind of a large upstairs room in a house in Jerusalem. There, his followers gathered, waited and prayed. They didn’t know exactly what would happen next, but they trusted what Jesus had told them. After about ten days of praying in that place, they received the Holy Spirit.
When the Holy Spirit came, they began speaking in different languages - languages they had never learned. At that very moment, Jerusalem was packed with Jewish people from all over the world because they were there for a Jewish festival. When the crowd heard the sound and saw these Galileans speaking all these different languages, they asked, “How is it that we hear them in our own languages?”
God used ordinary people to speak the truth in a way others could understand. And everyone heard the gospel in their own language.
Language is more than a tool for communication. It is a way of connection, comfort, and love that people can share. On the other hand, it can also become a weapon that hurts, attacks, and divides people. The words we use really matter. This does not mean we have to speak perfectly like a news anchor or a host. It is more about how we express our thoughts and emotions. It is more about our attitude and our behavior.
When our words are harsh, people get hurt. When our words are full of fear, we stop imagining what God can do. But when our words are filled with grace, truth, compassion, and hope, our hearts and our relationships become more gracious, loving, and understanding. And eventually, our world becomes a little more like the kingdom of God. Pentecost is the day when God heals human language.
Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)
At Babel, human beings used language to build pride, power, and control. They said, “Let us make a name for ourselves.” Language became a tool of self-centered ambition. The result was confusion, scattering, and division. We still see this today.


Freedom of speech is important in a healthy society. We need to be able to share our thoughts, express our concerns, and speak the truth. But freedom of speech does not mean we are free to speak words of hatred toward people we disagree with or do not like. Freedom without love can become harmful. Truth without compassion can become cruel.
One of the major reasons violence grows so quickly today is that violent and hateful language is used so easily and spreads so rapidly. Through social media, words of anger, fear, and hatred can travel farther and faster than ever before. What once may have been spoken in a small room can now reach thousands or even millions of people in a few seconds. And when hateful words are repeated, they begin to shape the way people see one another.
The words we use do not stay only as words. Words shape how we see other people. Words shape how we feel about them. Words shape how we treat them. When people are constantly described as enemies, threats, problems, or less than human, it becomes easier to fear them, reject them, or even harm them. Words can build walls. They can label people, shame people, divide people, exclude people, and wound people. And sometimes, that culture can lead to real violence.
But as followers of Christ, we are called to use our words differently. Our words should not add more fear to the world. Our words should not make hatred sound acceptable. Our words should not make violence easier to imagine. Instead, our words should reflect the heart of Christ - full of grace, truth, compassion, courage, and hope.
Pentecost teaches us that the Holy Spirit does not only touch our hearts; the Spirit touches our tongues. The Spirit changes the way we speak, the way we listen, and the way we understand one another. 
At Babel, language was confused because human pride tried to build a tower upward. At Pentecost, language was healed because God’s grace came downward. The holy spirit breaks the wall among all nations and God’s grace has extended to all people. The miracle of Pentecost is that everyone could hear the grace of God, and they can connect in love. When jew and non jew were divide, Pentecost gives the church a new word: forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, mercy, courage, hope, and love
There is “Universal language”: a way of communication that can be understood across different cultures, nations, and languages. Language of Love: a smile, tears, music, art, kindness, love, hospitality,
A Spirit-filled person is not only someone who speaks loudly about God. A Spirit-filled person is someone whose words begin to sound like Jesus. We speak words of comfort when people are grieving. We speak words to stand up for people who are vulnerable. We speak words that tell the truth with love. We speak words that bless people instead of tearing them down.
Application
First, speak one word of blessing to someone who may need encouragement.
Second, listen before speaking, especially to someone whose experience is different from yours.
Third, replace one harmful phrase with a Spirit-filled phrase.

