
We Are Witnesses III - A Witness of Stewardship
Acts 1: 1-11
Today is Ascension Sunday. It is the day the church remembers that Jesus ascended into heaven and reigns over all creation. But what does Jesus’ ascension really mean for us today? 
In Acts 1, after his resurrection, Jesus spent forty days with his disciples. He appeared to them many times and spoke to them about the kingdom of God. Then Jesus led them outside the city. And the disciples asked him a question, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
In other words: “Jesus, is now finally the moment to fulfill our expectations of what the Messiah should do?” Jesus gently redirects their attention and says: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8)
The disciples were asking about what God would do for them. But Jesus focused on what God would do through them. And then Jesus ascended into heaven.
Ascension is about authority. It is about Christ reigning over all things. Paul writes in Ephesians that Christ ascended “far above all rule and authority, power and dominion.” (Ephesians 1:21).
The ascension tells us that Christ still reigns even now. When Jesus ascended, he did not abandon the world. He entrusted the world to his followers. Like a parent teaching a child to ride a bicycle, there comes a moment when the parent lets go. Not because they stop caring, but because they trust the child to continue moving forward. In the same way, Jesus says to his disciples: “You will continue my work.” “You will be my witnesses.” “The Holy Spirit will guide you.”
The book of Acts is really the story of ordinary people continuing the ministry of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. And that story has continued through the church. And that is the calling of the church today. Paul says: “God put everything under Christ’s feet and made him head over everything for the church.” (Ephesians 1:22).
Ascension Sunday is about the identity of the church. Who are we? We are witnesses of the risen and ascended Christ. We are called to embody the love of Christ in the real world not only inside the sanctuary, but in everyday life.
There are many ways to be a witness of Christ, but today, I want to focus on one way: being witnesses through stewardship and creation care.
We were invited to be caregiver to God’s creation and reminded again our calling to care for creation. We are called to cultivate spaces where life can flourish.
I believe environmental stewardship can become a spiritual posture. Walking along a trail, paying attention to birds, touching the soil, and listening to the rhythms of creation can become spiritual disciplines of reconnection. They teach us to slow down enough to notice the breath of God, the beauty of creation, and even the suffering of the earth.
God’s love is constantly moving toward life, healing, connection, beauty, and well-being throughout creation. And if human beings are created in the image of God, then we are also called to participate in that life-giving love. This means creation care is not merely environmental responsibility. It is an expression of Christian love.

St. Francis of Assisi.
Francis was born into wealth and privilege. But after encountering Christ, he gave up comfort and status in order to live a life of humility, simplicity, and love. Francis saw creation not as property to exploit, but as God’s beloved family.
In his famous writing, Canticle of the Creatures, he spoke: “Brother Sun,” “Sister Moon,” “Brother Wind,” “Sister Water,” and “Sister Mother Earth.” For Francis, creation itself became an act of worship pointing back to the Creator.
There is also a beloved story that Francis once preached to a flock of birds. Whether symbolic or historical, the story reveals something beautiful about his spirit. Francis had a heart slow enough to notice birds, to bless them, and to see all creation praising God together.
Francis reminds us that witness is not only spoken with words. It is lived through humility, simplicity, care, and love. So this spring, even small acts can become holy acts: planting flowers, feeding birds, sharing vegetables, cleaning neighborhoods, caring for the soil, reducing waste. These small actions may seem ordinary, but they can quietly witness to the love of Christ.
Green Belt Movement in Kenya from Wangari Maathai
In the 1970s, Wangari Maathai noticed that poor communities were suffering because forests were disappearing. Women had to walk farther for firewood and clean water because they were the primary caregivers for their families and responsible for gathering daily resources. Soil erosion damaged farms. Poverty and environmental destruction were deeply connected. So she began organizing ordinary women to plant trees in their own communities. What started as a small local effort became a global movement. Millions of trees were planted. But the movement was never only about trees. It was about restoring dignity, empowering women, healing communities, and creating hope.
Wangari Maathai once said: “When we plant trees, we plant the seeds of peace and hope.” 
How Can We Be Witnesses, How can we nurture life?
1. Reconnect with Creation
Take intentional time outdoors. Notice birdsong. Plant flowers. Touch the soil.
2. Become Caretakers, Not Consumers
Small acts: planting pollinator flowers, reducing waste, sharing produce, conserving water, cleaning neighborhoods. These become acts of witness.
The Ascension reminds us that Christ reigns over all creation. And the church is sent into the world not to dominate it, not to exploit it, but to care for it as witnesses of God’s kingdom. So, this spring, may we become people deeply connected to God, to creation, and to one another.



