CALL TO WORSHIP
Easter people, in this season of Eastertide, we remember the blessings God gives us—the blessings of Resurrection, salvation, and new life in Christ.
We come to praise God for the blessings of Easter!
We recall the blessings of creation—of clean air and water, of food and shelter, of beauty and awe.
We come to praise God for the blessings of creation!
We share in the blessings of community—of family and friends, of church and home, of help that is given and received.
We come to praise God for the blessings of community!
Easter people, we gather today to remember Christ’s Ascension, when Jesus was taken up into heaven while blessing his disciples, marking not the end but the next chapter of God’s salvific work among us.
We come to bless God with our praise as God continues to bless us with all that we need to live as God’s Resurrection people. Thanks be to God! Amen.
 
OPENING PRAYER
Creator and Sustainer of all things,
We thank You for the beauty and the bounty of the world You have entrusted to our care.
Open our eyes to see our calling not only in words but in our actions toward the land, the waters, and all living creatures.
Empower us by Your Holy Spirit to be faithful stewards of this broken world, witnessing to Your love and bringing hope to all creation. May our care for the earth reflect Your promise to make all things new. Amen.

Please announce the Praise Hymn 304 “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Acts 1: 1-11
Theophilus, the first scroll I wrote concerned everything Jesus did and taught from the beginning, right up to the day when he was taken up into heaven. Before he was taken up, working in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus instructed the apostles he had chosen.  After his suffering, he showed them that he was alive with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days, speaking to them about God’s kingdom.  While they were eating together, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the Father had promised. He said, “This is what you heard from me:  John baptized with water, but in only a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  As a result, those who had gathered together asked Jesus, “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel now?” Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own authority. Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going away and as they were staring toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood next to them. They said, “Galileans, why are you standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you saw him go into heaven.”
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
 

