“Meeting the Risen Christ on the Road”
Luke 24:13–35
Happy Easter. We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, and proclaim the core of the gospel: Jesus Christ, who was crucified, has been raised from the dead. We are here to witness its power. 
As we listen to this passage today, I want us to keep this question in mind: How does a witness become a testimony, and how does that testimony change the direction of a life?

Witness of two disciples on the road to Emmaus 

They had followed Jesus. They had hoped that he was the one who would rescue Israel from Roman power. They believed that through Jesus, the world could be changed, that justice and peace could come, that the kingdom of God could become real among them. Jesus had become their great hope.
But then, at the most critical moment, Jesus, an innocent man, was arrested, falsely accused, condemned like a dangerous criminal, and crucified. The one who healed the sick, performed miracles, and stirred the hopes of the crowds could not even save himself. He died in weakness and shame. Their hope and Their dreams had been crushed. They no longer knew what to believe and how to live. So they left Jerusalem and walked toward Emmaus. It is a road of disappointment, a road of confusion, a road where life seems to have lost its meaning.
We also walk this kind of road sometimes. Outwardly, we may still be walking forward. But inwardly, we may be walking the road to Emmaus. 
And that moment, in verse 15, “Jesus himself came near and went with them.”
The two disciples did not find Jesus first. Jesus came near to them first. In Methodist, this is what we call prevenient grace. Even before we fully turn to God, God is already turning toward us. Even before we recognize him, he is already near to us. Our journey of faith with Christ begins with the grace of God, who comes near to us first.
Jesus asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” And they told him everything. They knew Jesus had died. They had heard that the tomb was empty. They had heard that some women had seen angels and were saying that Jesus was alive.
Mary Magdalene
 Mary Magdalene along with the other women who had followed Jesus from Galilee, came to the tomb in grief, bringing spices to anoint his body. But instead of finding a body to anoint, she found the stone rolled away and the empty tomb. According to the Gospel witness, Mary Magdalene was among the first witnesses to the resurrection, and in John’s Gospel she is the first person to encounter the risen Lord and announce, “I have seen the Lord.” 
These disciples had information on resurrected Jesus from witness of woman. They already heard about it. But they still did not understand what it meant. Sometimes we have information. We know what happened, but we do not know what it means. We know the event, but we do not yet see God’s purpose in it. That is exactly where these disciples were.
Then Jesus did something remarkable. Verse 27 says, “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted (unfolding the meaning of the Scriptures) to them the things about himself in all the Scriptures.”
He helped them understand and he gave the cross a new meaning. (Reinterpreted their pain in the light of God’s larger purpose.) The disciples were walking with Jesus. They heard the Scriptures explained. Their minds were being opened. But they did not fully recognize him on the road.
Companion to Encounter 
At the table, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. And in that moment, they recognized him. What they had heard with their ears became something they now knew in their hearts.
Holy Communion (a shared table): “means of grace.” 
The living Christ meets us, nourishes us, renews us, and makes himself known to us. In Scripture, the table is about welcome, relationship, reconciliation, and shared life. Jesus met people at the table, ate with sinners, and welcomed the excluded. After the resurrection, he revealed himself again in the breaking of the bread to his disciples. So when we come to the Lord’s Table, we are trusting that the risen Christ is present with us now.
Encounter to Witness
In V. 33, 35, They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem… Then the two disciples described what had happened along the road and how Jesus was made known to them as he broke the bread.
After the disciples recognize Jesus, they do not remain in Emmaus. They return to Jerusalem. A little earlier, they had been leaving Jerusalem with disappointment, confusion, and grief. But after meeting the risen Christ, they turn around.
We have heard many testimonies of people who had lost all sense of purpose and meaning, yet found new life in Christ and they were deeply transformed. Why does this happen? It remains a mystery, and that mystery is part of the miracle. We may not fully understand it, but we know this: such is the power of faith.
Dear friends, perhaps some of you are walking the Emmaus Road today. On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus met his disciples in their sorrow and confusion. He did not leave them there. He walked with them, spoke with them, and opened their eyes. But resurrection is not only about comfort; it is also about renewal.
In the resurrection story (Matthew, Mark, John), the risen Jesus leads his disciples back to Galilee: the place of first calling, joining his ministry and envision them to build the kingdom of Haven. 
And when he met them again, the risen Jesus did not come to his disciples saying, “Why did you betray me?”
He did not say, “Why did you fail me? Why did you not understand me after all this time?”
Instead, he came saying, “Peace be with you.” 
The risen Jesus does not leave his disciples trapped in fear and disappointment. He calls them back to the place where their journey with him first began. 
 The resurrection faith is not only the belief that Jesus rose long ago. It is the living trust that the risen Christ still comes to us now. He meets us in the middle of our brokenness, speaks peace into our fear, and calls us forward again. In him, the end is never simply the end. In him, there is always the grace of a new beginning. 
On Easter Sunday morning, the risen Christ invite us to Galilee and say, “Shall we begin again?”
