Call to Worship 
Those who have been redeemed, those who have a mind to serve God with a pure heart, those who love the name of the Risen Christ, come and worship! 
We have come to be renewed! We have come to be refreshed! 
We have come to be revived! 
Those who have come to testify about the marvelous deeds, signs, and wonders we have witnessed in our lives, in the church, in the community, in the world . . .
We have come to tell the story of Jesus and his love! 
We have been freed from sin and death! 
We have come rejoicing with glorious joy! 
We have a right to sing, shout, dance, pray, and praise the Living CHRIST until WE are changed and the will of God is done.
All: Let us celebrate the loved and the familiar. Let us love the stranger in our midst. Let your will be done in our lives Lord send us revival!
 
  Opening Prayer
 
God of All Creation,
We come into your presence with praise and thanksgiving.
Through Jesus Christ, you have shown us the way of love, mercy, and humility.
Open our hearts to worship you,
our minds to receive your truth,
and our lives to serve your people.
Use us as bearers of hope and peace in this world.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.
  
Please announce the Praise Hymn #163 “Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know”
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of his vast mercy, he has given us new birth. You have been born anew into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  You have a pure and enduring inheritance that cannot perish—an inheritance that is presently kept safe in heaven for you. Through his faithfulness, you are guarded by God’s power so that you can receive the salvation he is ready to reveal in the last time. You now rejoice in this hope, even if it’s necessary for you to be distressed for a short time by various trials. This is necessary so that your faith may be found genuine. (Your faith is more valuable than gold, which will be destroyed even though it is itself tested by fire.) Your genuine faith will result in praise, glory, and honor for you when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you’ve never seen him, you love him. Even though you don’t see him now, you trust him and so rejoice with a glorious joy that is too much for words.  You are receiving the goal of your faith: your salvation.
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

