Call to Worship (congregation reads the bold.)
Let this be the welcoming place the place of return 
and let it be built by a love that bends towards those who return here.
for it is a love that has been waiting like a candle in the window ever lighting the way back
and never willing to let go of the hope that each child will return home.
let it be the place where the only appropriate response to love that has come to the end of its longing is to kill the fatted calf, feast and celebrate send up balloons and prepare the party for that which has been lost has returned to be among us once more
 
Opening Prayer (Responsive)
O God, just as there is a bit of the prodigal in each person, the elder brother from the parable is too often present in the church. It is no secret that some people hesitate to join church because of the ways that some of us have treated newcomers.
Forgive us, Lord, for our lack of hospitality toward strangers. Forgive us, Lord, for any ways that we make it difficult for new people to find comfortable space in our congregation. Forgive us, Lord, for jealousy and infighting.
Together: Teach us, Lord, how to receive people whose sins haven’t been made public. Teach us, Lord, how to make our circles large enough to include others. Teach us, Lord, how to love each other beyond any faults we may see.
*Safiyah Fosua, The Africana Worship Book for Year C (Discipleship Resources, 2008), 147

 Please announce the Praise Hymn “Take Time to Be Holy” #395

Luke 15:1–7
All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. The Pharisees and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose someone among you had one hundred sheep and lost one of them. Wouldn’t he leave the other ninety-nine in the pasture and search for the lost one until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he is thrilled and places it on his shoulders.  When he arrives home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Celebrate with me because I’ve found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who changes both heart and life than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need to change their hearts and lives.  The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
